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GMHS partners with Gloucester County to make a
difference in the lives of homeless dogs
Dogs that are staying at Gloucester’s Animal Shelter now have a new outdoor space to walk and play
thanks to a $14,000 grant afforded to Gloucester’s Animal Control department from the GloucesterMathews Humane Society.
A ribbon cutting was held Tuesday morning to celebrate the addition of a 70-foot by 55-foot chain-link
enclosure that includes two large dog runs. This latest project only adds to the two entities’ main
mission, which is to facilitate an environment of comfort and joy to all the dogs that wait for their
forever homes.
The two dog runs will be used by GMHS staff and volunteers as well as Animal Control staff and
volunteers to exercise and socialize dogs at the County’s Shelter. The area is not open to the public to
exercise their dogs.
Gloucester’s Animal Shelter enjoys a 98 percent live-release rate, which is a “huge” deal, according to
April Martinez, executive director of the GMHS. She said the value of partnering with the County to
construct this area is far greater than the $14,000 that was committed. “It helps ensure that the
homeless dogs here can benefit from the same exercise and enrichment as the dogs that are at GMHS,”
Martinez said. “In dogs, this is transformative for their emotional and physical well-being.”
Steve Baranek, Gloucester’s chief animal control officer, said that the idea for the dog runs developed
about two years ago when the former GMHS director asked if the County would be interested in such a
project. “I said, ‘of course,’ but knew it would be difficult to secure funding for such an endeavor,”
Baranek said.
Since the time of receiving the grant, Baranek said a lot of work has been done onsite to prepare for the
two runs; from engineering and design to tree removal, drainage, seeding and improvements to the

parking lot. Baranek thanked several County departments for their assistance including Facilities
Management, Engineering, the Gloucester Sheriff’s Office work crew, and most importantly, the
volunteers that dedicate countless hours at the Shelter.
According to Martinez, 196 volunteers contributed close to 11,000 hours of service to both the GMHS
and the County’s Animal Shelter last year alone.
“Our volunteers tirelessly come day and night, in the rain and in the snow and in the hottest of weather
caring for these animals,” Baranek said. “They deserve my biggest thanks.” Speaking to the volunteers
who attended the ribbon cutting for the new area, Baranek said, “Without you all, these dogs would not
be going out of the front door to their forever homes.”
Unlike some other shelters, dogs that come to the Gloucester Shelter are never euthanized for space
restrictions or length of stay requirements. “We share the same understanding that the lives of all pets
are valuable, Martinez said. “We’re working hard together to provide them with the best and happiest
existence possible.”
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Image #1: A number of Gloucester Animal
Shelter volunteers and Gloucester County
staff members attended Tuesday's ribbon
cutting, including Gloucester's Deputy County
Administrator Reed Fowler and Assistant
County Administrator Carol Steele, shown in
the far right of the photo.
Image#2: Steve Baranek, Gloucester's chief
animal control officer, left, watches as April
Martinez, executive director of the
Gloucester-Mathews Humane Society and
Gloucester Animal Shelter volunteer Joyce
Emerson cut the ribbon to a series of new dog
runs at the Shelter. Also shown is Jacky
Wilson, Gloucester's deputy animal control
officer with Medina, who is currently being
held in the Shelter.
Image #3: Gloucester Animal Shelter
volunteer Joyce Emerson is playing with
Medina, who is currently being held at the
Shelter, inside one of the new dog runs.

