“Inner World, Outer World” one of ten Seward Johnson life-sized bronze sculptures scattered
throughout the Court House on display through August. Sponsored by the Cook F oundation
and the Gloucester Arts Festival.
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Community Information & Resources
693-5730

Elizabeth Ripley - eripley@gloucesterva.info
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bfedors@gloucesterva.info
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rfowler@gloucesterva.info
Carol Steele, Assistant County Administrator
csteele@gloucesterva.info
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8116 Little England Road, Hayes, VA 23072
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Go To:
www.gloucesterva.info
for all directory & service information

Update on Broadband Eﬀorts
Approximately 85% of Gloucester County
has access to broadband – which means about
15% do not! The availability of high speed
internet impacts the local economy, workforce
development, student education, real estate sales
and more. In June 2019, a survey was mailed to
all addresses previously identiﬁed as not having
broadband access, which included addresses not
having access to Cox Communications services.
Survey results indicated that a few addresses on
the mailing list actually did have access to Cox
Communication services and should not be included on the unserved area listing. If you received
a survey and have access to Cox, please email your address to csteele@gloucesterva.info so you
can be removed from the list of unserved residents.
What does “broadband” mean? Broadband is high speed internet with a minimum of
25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload speeds. At this time, Cox Communications is the only
provider of broadband in the County. Satellite service and/or use of a hot spot or cellphone for
internet access, is not considered broadband because of speed, reliability and data limit issues.
Do I really need broadband? Most industries have dramatically changed the way they do
business. From banking and paying bills to ordering groceries on line or renewing your vehicle
registration, many tasks are done over the Internet. The need for high speed broadband is essential
for streaming movies and music, working from home, connecting multiple devices and other high
usage activities. Online educational
opportunities and school projects/
research require broadband access.
Telehealth services are increasing and
have the potential to serve the elderly
and special needs populations as well
as the general population. The need
and uses for broadband will continue
to grow and is already considered an
essential service by many. Additionally,
expanding broadband has become a
federal, state and local government
priority.
Who will pay for new broadband services? The County is reviewing and considering
all potential funding resources to support the expansion of broadband services. The use of
state and/or national grant funds could assist with infrastructure costs. Gloucester received a
Virginia Telecommunications Initiative (VATI) grant that expanded Cox service in 2017 and
is aggressively exploring other grants in order to provide broadband coverage to all unserved
areas. The Commonwealth of Virginia will be awarding $19 million in FY20 through the VATI
competitive grant program. The County is also exploring all available delivery systems such as
ﬁxed wireless services and the use of existing communication towers. An engineering ﬁrm has
been hired to design broadband access to unserved areas in the most eﬃcient method(s) possible.
Citizens are encouraged to stay informed on broadband expansion and follow the discussions
at future Gloucester Board of Supervisors meetings. Until the broadband master design is
complete and cost estimates made, it is too early to say what the expense for infrastructure will be.
The next grant application is due on September 3rd and the topic will be on the August 6, 2019
board agenda. In addition, the County has an active and involved Telecommunications Advisory
Committee that meets the third Thursday of each month at 5:00 p.m. in the 3rd ﬂoor conference
room of County Oﬃce Building 2. The next meeting is planned for August 15, 2019.
For more information on Gloucester’s broadband expansion initiatives, please call the County
Administration Oﬃce at 693-4042.
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Awards & Recognitions of Note

10 Reasons to Buy Local:
1. Helps build community

6. Promotes entrepreneurship

2. Strengthens the local economy & prosperity

7. Supports uniqueness and creativity of products

3. Contributes to the tax base & public services

8. Enhances mutually beneficial relationships

4. Creates jobs and new opportunities

9. Improves customer service & loyalty

5. Stimulates community reinvestment

10. Helps businesses support charitable contributions

Community Input Sought on Future
Capital Improvement Projects
In October 2019, Gloucester County’s Five-Year (FY2021-FY2025) Capital Improvement
Plan Requests document will be available for public review and comment on the county’s
website at www.gloucesterva.info with hardcopies available at both public libraries and in the
departments of Finance and County Administration, located in County Oﬃce Building One at
6467 Main Street.
The Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) is one of the most signiﬁcant planning processes
for Gloucester County and Gloucester County Public Schools. The plan identiﬁes capital
needs over a speciﬁed period (5-year) time frame and is a planning tool for major facility and
infrastructure investments. It sets forth future needs and priorities with anticipated funding
sources, growth and the community’s ability to pay. It serves as a “blueprint” for the future of
the county, schools and community and is an important tool for ensuring eﬃcient use of limited
ﬁnancial resources.
The public is invited to review the CIP Requests document and provide input via the county
website or by calling the Department of Financial Services at 693-6927 or by sending comments
to Stephanie Tinsley, Chief Financial Oﬃcer at stinsley@gloucesterva.info.

Gloucester County continues to
excel and be recognized in the areas of
government ﬁnance and technology.
For the 23rd consecutive year, the
county was awarded the Certiﬁcate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial
Reporting by the Government Finance
Oﬃcers Association for its annual ﬁnancial
report or CAFR. This award is the highest
form of recognition in governmental
accounting and ﬁnancial reporting and is a signiﬁcant
accomplishment. “Gloucester’s ﬁnancial report meets the
highest standards including the demonstration of a “spirit of
full disclosure” to clearly communicate its ﬁnancial story,”
states a news release from the Government Finance Oﬃcers
Association.
For technology, Gloucester was recognized in the top-ten
ranking of localities (up to 150,000 population category) for
the 2019 Digital Counties Survey conducted by the Center for
Digital Government and the National Association of Counties.
Gloucester was one of only six localities in Virginia to be
recognized in this category. The award recognizes localities
for their technology policies and practices. The survey
identiﬁes and evaluates the best technology practices among
counties including initiatives that streamline delivery
of government services, openness/transparency, citizencentered experience, collaboration and shared services,
eﬃciencies and cost control, cyber security and innovation,
among other characteristics. This is the seventh time
Gloucester County has been noted for exemplary digital
services through the Digital County Survey recognition.
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Online Payments for Permits
Now Accepted by Treasure’s Oﬃce
The Gloucester County Treasurer’s Oﬃce began accepting online payments for permits
in early June. Individuals who have applied for permits in the Planning and Zoning, Building
Inspections and Environmental Departments may now pay for those permits online through the
county’s website at www.gloucesterva.info. The secure service is user-friendly and will allow
payments by credit card, debit card or electronic check.
According to Gloucester County Treasurer, Tara Thomas, “One of my ongoing goals as
County Treasurer has been to continue improving payment options for taxpayers and those that
wish to conduct business in Gloucester. This service allows anyone, including contractors out of
the county, to pay their permit fees from anywhere. This has been especially helpful during tax
season when our oﬃce is busier than usual with walk-in customers.”
There is a convenience fee charged by the third-party payment processor for this service.
For information call the Gloucester Treasurer’s Oﬃce weekdays from 8 am to 4:30 pm at
693-2141 or visit the website at www.gloucesterva.info and click on “Payment Options.”

Did You Know...
that 2020 is the year of the
U.S. Census?
Find out more at:
gloucesterva.info/1114/CountGloucester2020

Real Estate
and
Personal Property Tax Info

Gloucester County Real Estate, Tangible Personal
Property and Mobile Home tax bills are due December 5, 2019
and June 30, 2020. Bills will be mailed 30 days in advance of
the due dates.
By law, payments made in the Treasurer’s Oﬃce, or
postmarked by the U.S. Post Oﬃce by the due date, are
accepted as timely. Accounts remaining unpaid after the due
date are subject to additional charges as required by the Code
of Virginia and the County of Gloucester.
Please check your bills for completeness upon receipt.
If you did not receive your bill(s), contact the Treasurer’s
Oﬃce at 693-2141 immediately. By law, failure to receive
a bill does not relieve the taxpayer of any additional charges
that accrue for failure to pay by the due date.
The Treasurer’s Oﬃce, located at 6489 Main Street
in County Oﬃce Building Two, is open 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.,
Monday to Friday. A drop-box, located in the median strip
is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. To pay online,
please visit our website at www.gloucesterva.info. If you have
questions, contact 693-2141 or e-mail the oﬃce at treasurer@
gloucesterva.info.
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Gloucester County
Animal Control

SAVE the DATES:

Gloucester’s Pocahontas Festival
November 16th & 17th
Saturday on Main Street
Sunday at TC Walker Education Center
On the 25th anniversary of the ﬁrst Pocahontas Festival
in Gloucester, come join in an educational and fun event to learn
more about Pocahontas and Virginia Indian history.
Event details will be published in September.
Free shuttle bus service along Main Street to ride between multiple attractions.
The event is part of the Pocahontas Descendant’s Initiative sponsored by the County
and the Gloucester Historical Society. For more information or to volunteer contact
the Parks, Recreation Tourism Department at 693-2355.

Don’t “Zone Out”

Zoning Ordinance Changes On Horizon
County staﬀ, in partnership with the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors,
continue work on the comprehensive rewrite of the Zoning Ordinance. The Zoning Ordinance
regulates the types of land uses permitted in speciﬁc zoning districts, setbacks and yard
requirements for residential and commercial structures, and uses, parking, signage, and other
land-use-related features. The Planning Commission has been reviewing potential changes to
the ordinance at their monthly meetings since July 2017 and has held several joint meetings
with the Board of Supervisors.
The rewrite incorporates needed revisions for consistency with State Code changes,
Board of Supervisors’ initiatives for economic development and regulatory reduction, and
recommendations from the Business Development Focus Group – as well as recommendations
identiﬁed in the County’s Comprehensive Plan and by staﬀ as part of their daily interactions
with the public. Additional changes and modiﬁcations to the ordinance occur as the Commission
and staﬀ work together to develop regulations that make sense and achieve the ﬂexibility to
allow for new development and uses, while maintaining or improving the County’s economic
vitality, quality of life, and sense of place. Many sections of the ordinance are being reformatted
to make them more user-friendly.
Review of all deﬁnitions, table of permitted uses, and district regulations is complete with
the review of supplementary regulations for certain uses such as home-based businesses and
kennels underway. The next joint meeting with the Board of Supervisors is planned for August
13, 2019.
A draft of the proposed changes to date is being sent out to a steering committee composed
of developers, realtors, design professionals, and citizens for review and input. The committee
is being asked to test the changes and identify areas for improvement prior to adoption of the
ordinance.
If you are interested in getting involved or have any questions regarding the changes, please
contact Carol Rizzio or Anne Ducey-Ortiz at 804-824-1224. Visit the Planning and Zoning
website at: gloucesterva.info/planning for more information and in-progress documents.
Comments are very much appreciated and welcome!

Check Out the Back Page of this Issue
on Gloucester‛s
Transportation Plan & Map

Who are we:

The department consists of three full time oﬃcers, a fulltime dispatcher and a “ﬁll-in” dispatcher. The oﬃce is located
at 6469 Main Street, County Building Two, Room 126. The
Animal Shelter for stray and owner-surrendered dogs is located
on Beehive Drive behind Tractor Supply.

What do we do:

Animal Control enforces local and state laws for keeping and
caring for domesticated animals. We educate the community
about animal welfare. If you have any questions about an
animal or laws, please call 693-5290 on Monday - Friday,
8 am to 4:30 pm. If you have an animal emergency such as a
domestic animal threatening bodily harm, livestock or poultry
kills, injured domestic stray animals, animal bite to a person,
loose livestock, possible rabid animal or a stray dog in a public
area (playground/public park), please call the non-emergency
Sheriﬀ’s Dispatch at 693-3890 who will connect you with an
Animal Control oﬃcer.

About our Animals:

All stray dogs found in Gloucester County come to our
animal shelter where they get fed, provided necessary medical
treatment, walked and cared for by our awesome volunteers.
We do not house any cats in our facility but we partnered with
the Gloucester Mathews Humane Society to receive stray cats.
Please call the Humane Society at 693-5520 ahead of time
if you have a stray cat needing shelter. All Animal Control
adoptions go through GMHS. Before adoption all animals are
spayed or neutered, microchipped and go through behavioral
testing to make sure we ﬁnd the best possible homes. We take
pride in our low kill status and will continue to educate the
community on the importance of spay and neuter for your pets.

Rabies Awareness:

September 23-29 is Rabies Awareness Week. Rabies is a deadly
virus that is almost always fatal if not treated before symptoms
develop. By law you must have your companion animals
vaccinated against rabies. Please call any veterinary clinic
or hospital and ask them about their low-cost vaccine week.
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Gloucester County
School Board
Members
William (Jarret) Lee, Chair
Member At-Large
P. O. Box 188
Ark, Virginia 23003
jarret.lee@gc.k12.va.us or 854-6693
Robin Rice, Vice-Chair
Ware District
6814 Cedar Lake Drive
Gloucester, VA 23061
robin.rice@gc.k12.va.us or 804-413-6036
George (Randy) Burak
Abingdon District
4452 Mallard Drive
Gloucester, Virginia 23061
randy.burak@gc.k12.va.us or 693-7727
Troy Andersen
Gloucester Point District
1912 Gloucester Point Drive
Gloucester Point, Virginia 23062
troyandersengp@cox.net or 695-7430
Brenda Mack
Member At-Large
P.O. Box 323
Hayes, VA 23072
brenda.mack@gc.k12.va.us or (734) 846-1569
Anita Parker
Petsworth District
6984 Deer Stand Drive
Gloucester, Virginia 23061
anita.parker@gc.k12.va.us or 824-5324
Elisa Nelson
York District
P.O. Box 438, White Marsh, Virginia 23183
elisa.nelson@gc.k12.va.us or 757-846-1569

Job Opportunities
Applications are now being accepted for:
Substitute Teacher
Substitute School Nurse
Substitute Bus Assistant
Substitute Bus Driver
Substitute Cafeteria Worker
Substitute Custodian
Please visit http://gets.gc.k12.va.us
EOE

Message from Our Superintendent

Dr. Walter Clemons
Dear Gloucester County Community Members:
On behalf of the Gloucester County School Board, it brings
me great pleasure to extend this opening 2019-20 message to the
community of Gloucester County. I want to sincerely thank all
students, parents, faculty, staﬀ and community members for an
outstanding 2018-19 school year. As always, it is once again an honor and privilege to serve as
your Superintendent of Schools, and I look forward to working together with all stakeholders to
move Gloucester County Public Schools to greater heights. Our top priority will continue to be
improving student academic achievement where all schools meet state and federal benchmarks
and all students consistently receive world-class educational experiences and opportunities.
The summer has been and will continue to be extremely busy in preparation for the 201920 school year. Central oﬃce, building level administrators and teachers have been in various
workshops and trainings regarding best practices and strategies to enhance student academic
performance. Curriculum writing projects
are ongoing and technology upgrades
“As we move into the 2019-20
and maintenance repairs are also ongoing
school year, the planning phase
throughout the district. The Human Resources
for the maintenance and
department is working vigorously to ﬁll all
renovations of Gloucester High
vacancies and we are excited about all new
School will be a top priority.”
and returning staﬀ for the 2019-20 school year.
We will provide an update of new personnel to
GCPS later this summer.
As we move into the 2019-20 school year, the planning phase for the maintenance
and renovations of Gloucester High School will be a top priority. We will deﬁnitely keep
the community informed along the way and we plan to work diligently with the Board of
Supervisors and County Administrator to do what is in the best interest for the students of
Gloucester County and the entire community. In addition, we want to congratulate Botetourt
Elementary for receiving a 2018-19 Virginia Index of Performance Board of Education
Distinguished Achievement Award. We also want to congratulate Abingdon Elementary,
Achilles Elementary and Petsworth Elementary for receiving a 2019 Virginia Board of
Education Continuous Improvement Award through the Exemplar School Recognition
Program. Finally, I encourage you to support the Gloucester County Education Foundation,
the Gloucester County Education Association and join the various parent/teacher associations.
These organizations are extremely vital to the school division and provide support in various
areas including grants, awards, fundraisers, materials and supplies, equipment and other
incentives. Also, please take a moment to thank our faculty and staﬀ when you see them
for the wonderful job they do with our students each and every day.
In closing, thanks so much for your time and I look forward to an outstanding
2019-20 school year!

Don’t Delay -- Register Today
Have You Registered Your Child for School Yet?
It’s Back-to-School Time! Gloucester County Public Schools is encouraging all new Gloucester
residents with school-age children, from Kindergarten through twelfth grade, to register their children
for school as early as possible, including during the summer. Early registration helps to ensure that
adequate staﬃng, transportation, and other resources are in place on the ﬁrst day of school, as well
as access to student records from previous schools attended. All school oﬃces are open during the
summer from 7:00-4:30 Monday-Thursday, and registration requirements are available on each
school’s website or the GCPS website at http://gets.gc.k12.va.us. School staﬀ stand ready to assist
families with this important transition. Open house dates, elementary school supply lists, and other
important announcements also are available on the division and school websites.
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How to Get
an “A+” in
Parent Involvement
As parents, you want to see your child succeed in school
both academically and socially. Simply being involved with
your child’s school gives students a leg up. According to the
National Parent Teacher Association (PTA), students whose
parents are involved with their school are more likely to
earn higher grades, score higher on tests, enroll in advanced
programs, exhibit good attendance, possess better social skills,
display better behavior, graduate, and pursue post-secondary
education.
What are ways to be meaningfully involved?

Going Back to School Not Just for Kids!
September means “back to school” not just for students but for parents, grandparents,
community members, retirees and local business people who can experience the excitement and
joy of returning to school by being a volunteer. Gloucester Community Engagement is seeking
people interested in making a diﬀerence by volunteering as tutors, mentors, lunch buddies,
resource assistants or helpers. Just 30 minutes a week could make a signiﬁcant impact on a
student’s educational success.
If you’d like to join our cadre of volunteers, just contact one of the coordinators listed
below and let them know you want to “go back to school” with Community Engagement!

Make a Diﬀerence -- Get Involved!

* Join and participate in PTA/PTO
Becoming active and involved in PTA meetings and activities
helps instill a sense of community and helps provide special
programs, activities and funds for needed things.
* Volunteer!
Consider helping in any way you can! Just a phone call the
Community Engagement Coordinator at your school or the
Main Oﬃce will result in 101 ways you can be of help. Plus,
volunteering is good for your heart and health.
* Attend Meetings and School Events
Show up and be there! It doesn’t matter what the event is, just
you coming and showing your child the importance of being
active in school is example enough. Attend as many of these as
you’re able. Not only will you be in-the-know, you’ll become a
familiar face to teachers and administrators and other involved
parents.
* Be Supportive at Home
Ask your child daily about school and what they did and
learned and liked. Create a quiet place for studies and help
with homework if needed. Set up a regular schedule and early
bedtime appropriate for their age. Praise often and regularly.
Learn together!
Being an A+ parent takes as much time and commitment
as being an A+ student. Being informed and involved in your
child’s school and education is the ﬁrst step.

It Takes A Village....

The research and evidence is clear — parent and community involvement in education makes a
POSITIVE DIFFERENCE! When schools, parents, families and the community all work together
to support learning, everyone beneﬁts. There are many ways parents, community members,
organizations and businesses may get involved in Gloucester County Public Schools. All you
need is a desire to participate and a willingness to give of your time and talents.

School Contacts for Involvement Opportunities:
Abingdon Elementary School.........................CE Coordinator................642-9240
Achilles Elementary School........................... Deborah Bone................ 642-9160
Bethel Elementary School.............................. Valerie Lewis..................693-0654
Botetourt Elementary School..........................Haley Poulson.................693-1419
Petsworth Elementary School........................ Cindy Thomas.................693-4555
Page Middle School........................................Debra Falkenber.............693-2540 (ext.7)
Peasley Middle School....................................Linda Buswell ................693-1499

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
You are Invited to Attend!
The meeting dates for the Gloucester County Special
Education Advisory Committee for the 2019-2020 school
year are listed below. The members of the committee
would like to extend this invitation for you to attend!
The committee, which includes parents of children with
disabilities and persons with disabilities, discusses not only Federal/State regulations governing
special education, but also local special education issues. Most meetings include a presentation
by a guest speaker on a particular issue relating to special education. All meetings are open to
the public.
Please call 804-693-7880 if you have any questions of need more information about our
meetings and Gloucester’s Special Education services and programs. Plan to join us on the
following dates with all meetings held in the Thomas Calhoun Walker Education Center:
• Tuesday, September 17, 2019 – at 6:00 p.m.
• Tuesday, December 3, 2019 – time to be determined.
• Tuesday, March 17, 2020 – time to be determined.
• Tuesday, May 5, 2020 – time to be determined.

Page 8

Your Public School News
New Safety Initiative: Trauma Kits
and Emergency Response App

Featured Tweet!

Gloucester County Public Schools is helping staﬀ members
and students save lives by equipping its campuses with
bleeding control and airway management trauma kits and
the Mobilize Rescue App for use. .
Robin Zophy, a Nationally Certiﬁed School Nurse Coordinator for the school division,
wants schools to be prepared for any physical emergency, whether it’s an accident, an
active shooter or a natural disaster.“The safety of the students in our schools is of utmost
importance to the Gloucester County School system,” Zophy said. “We have an excellent,
mostly volunteer rescue squad, but they are not always able to be just minutes away from an
emergency. We want to do everything within our power to keep students and staﬀ safe, and we
want our staﬀ to be as prepared as possible for any emergency.” The GCPS Safety Committee
decided to purchase the Mobilize Public Access Rescue station for all GCPS campuses, along
with the Mobilize Rescue App.
In an emergency, anyone can use one of the Rescue Station’s Individual Public Access
Kits (iPAKs), open the Mobilize Rescue App on their smartphone and follow the app’s
instructions to manage severe building, cardiac arrest, seizures and other medical problems
while emergency responders head to campus.
“The Mobilize Rescue App is an aid for people reacting under pressure. The kit has the
emergency supplies, the app tells the user when,
how and what to use in the kit. We felt that the
Did You Know...
app was important, because not all people are
that trauma is the leading able to stay calm during a bleeding or injury
cause of death for ages
emergency,” explains Zophy. (Article compiled
1 to 44?
from article by Jessica Davis with 1105 Media.)

Middle Peninsula Regional
Special Education Program
The Middle Peninsula Regional Special Education Program
serves students with autism and multi-disabled students from
Gloucester, King and Queen, Mathews, Middlesex Counties
and the Town of West Point. Meetings are held at 8:30 a.m. in
the Thomas Calhoun Walker Education Center located at 6099
TC Walker Road, Gloucester, VA. All meetings are open to the
public. The meeting dates for the Middle Peninsula Regional
Special Education Program Board of Control are listed below.
• Wednesday, August 7, 2019
• Wednesday, November 6, 2019
• Wednesday, January 22, 2020
Please call 804-693-7944 if you have any questions.

Come Work for Us!
Check out the available
positions with GCPS:
http://gloucester.schooldesk.net

EOE

Putting “Community” Into Our Schools
Exemplary County & School Partnership
Gloucester County is unique in many ways, but especially in the partnership the
school division shares with our local county government in the services and programs
of the Community Engagement Department. Over 40 years ago, the Gloucester Board
of Supervisors and School Board entered into a partnership to endorse and ppromote the
community school concept. Through this partnership county
staﬀ work in the schools and with school staﬀ to inform,
involve and engage community members. Services and
programs provide information, publications and referral
services; coordinate school volunteer and community
partnerships; oﬀer enrichment programs for all ages; identify
and secure needed resources, and keep the lights on at night
in designated schools for county and community activities,
events and classes.
Community Engagement Coordinators are central to
these eﬀorts and work to provide the valuable core functions of the department. More
information on Gloucester Community Engagement may be found on the website at
www.gloucesterva.info under “Government” and “Community Engagement” or by calling
Elizabeth Ripley at 693-5730.

Community Engagement....
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Recruits thousands of volunteers for special events, tutors, mentors & helpers.
Publishes the community school newsletter
Assists with Facebook postings
Sends out E-Bulletin announcements
Schedules study trips, speakers and outreach programs
Provides after school enrichment opportunities
Helps find resources for school staﬀ, students, and parents/families.
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Your Public School News
Upcoming
School Events
Important Back to School Dates:
Open House
8/27 7th-8th Grades, 5-7pm
8/28 Pre-K & 1st Grade, 3-5:30 pm
8/28 6th Grade & 10th-12th Grades, 5-7 pm
8/29 2nd-5th Grades, 3-5:30 pm

9/3

First Day of School!

Food Services:
Come Work for Us!
Have you ever wondered if working in a cafeteria is right for you?
Well, here is what two of our substitute workers have to say
about working for GCPS Food Service:
Connie O’Neill – Started 9/15
I have worked as a Substitute Cafeteria Worker for several years now and enjoy having control of my
work schedule. I also love the variety of working in all the kitchens and getting to work with all the
ladies I have gotten to know over the years.

10/17 Elementary Early Dismissal, 1:30 pm
10/17 GHS Homecoming Parade, 4:30 pm
11/4 Elementary Early Dismissal, 1:30 pm

Alice Owens – Started 9/16
Working as a substitute in the cafeteria is very rewarding. Not only do you get to work with wonderful
people, but you are helping so many students receive a nutritious meal. All of the Cafeteria workers are
so nice and work together as a team and I have gained some wonderful friends.

Abingdon Elementary School
8/21 Bookmobile Visit, 2 pm
8/14 Kindergarten Camp (A-M), 9 am - Noon
8/15 Kindergarten Camp (N-Z), 9 am - Noon
10/9 Fall Picture Day

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES: We are in need of substitutes on a part time basis, which may
lead to 4-5 hour positions. Give us a try; we need quality employees who can serve food with a smile.
Apply at http://gloucester.schooldesk.net/ under “Employment” and “Job Board.”

Achilles Elementary School
8/14-15 Kindergarten Camp, 9am-Noon
9/12
Grandparents Breakfast, 8:15-9 am
9/28
Achilles in Guinea Jubilee Parade, Noon
10/3
Literacy Night (Time to be determined)
Bethel Elementary School
8/14 Kinder Kamp (A-J), 9-11 am
8/15 Kinder Kamp (K-Z), 9-11 am
8/26 IPOP/VPI Pre-School Orientation, 4-5 pm
9/12 PTA Back-to-School Ice Cream, 6:30 pm
9/13 New Volunteer Orientation, 9-10 am

SOCIAL MEDIA: You can follow all the exciting things happening in our cafeterias by following us
on Facebook @ Gloucester County Food Service and on Instagram @Gtownkitchens..
MY SCHOOL BUCKS FREE REGISTRATION: My School Bucks is a great tool to access and
manage your student’s lunch account online. You will receive low balance reminders to the email
address registered and you can add money to your student’s meal account(s) for a $2.50 per child
processing fee. As always, you can send in a check or cash at no extra charge to replenish your
student’s account. Visit www.myschoolbucks.com to register or download the app MySchoolBucks.
NUTRISLICE MENUS: Your school’s menu is always available online and includes nutrition facts
on all items. It also features an allergies ﬁlter tool that helps students & parents quickly identify foods
with speciﬁc ingredients and identiﬁes foods to avoid. You will also be able to rate your favorite items
and give constructive feedback on our meals. Access our menu with all these features at
www.gc.nutrislice.com, or you can download the app School Menus by Nutrislice.

Botetourt Elementary School
10/16 Fall Picture Day
Petsworth Elementary School
8/14-15 Kindergarten Program, 9-11:30 am
8/15
Parent Orientation for Kindergarten
Students, 10:45-11:30 am
9/13
Grandparents Breakfast, 7:30-8:30 am
10/4
Picture Day
Peasley Middle School
10/16-17 School Pictures

BUS & CAR DRIVERS NEEDED!
Positions available for daily routes
and extra-curricular trips.
Requirements:
• 21 years of age
• Virginia Driver’s License
• Good driving record
• Ability to drive large buses
• Training provided (classroom and practical)
Beneﬁts as a Contract Driver:
Retirement; Medical & Dental Insurance; Sick & Personal Leave;
Salaried 10-month position with 12 months paid
For more information,
please contact GCPS Transportation at 693-2127
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Community Happenings

CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
PAINT LIKE A PRO:2nd Tuesday of every month with
professional artist Renate Bumgarner. 6:30-8:30 PM. $35/
person. All supplies, 2 adult drinks are included. Make
reservations!
CRITIQUE SESSION: 1st Tuesday of every month, 10am12pm. Bring your current work to get a crit. Are you stuck in
the middle of a painting? Do you want to learn more about
composition and color balancing? We help each other improve.
Free.
OPEN STUDIO: Every Friday morning! If you enjoy painting
with company and getting good advice, bring your art and
supplies and paint with us every Friday morning. 9 AM – 12
noon. Free.
COLOR YOUR CANVAS KIDz: Once a month. Saturdays 10
AM-11:30 AM. Ages 5-12. Cost: $15 includes supplies, snacks,
& drinks. Check the website.

PHOENIX ART GROUP
The Phoenix Art Group is working on the 2020 calendar featuring the art work of
the children in Gloucester’s schools – public, private and homeschooled. The art in
this calendar came from our annual art show which is open to all the young artists
in Gloucester County. These calendars are sold to raise money for our scholarship
support. As with all art shows sponsored by the Phoenix Art Group, we give a
“People’s Choice Award” for the art/craft most voted by the visiting public as well as
the “Most Promising Young Artist” award donated by well know local artist Renate
Bumgarner. The winner of the “People’s Choice Award” was Hannah Skinner for
her pen and watercolor picture titled “1 and ½.” The winner of the “Most Promising
Young Artist Award” was Elaina Willard for her picture titled “Snowman in Winter.”
Both winners received a certiﬁcate and ribbons. Hannah Skinner also received a check
from the Phoenix Art Group for $25.
Annually, the Phoenix Art Group oﬀers scholarship support to a qualiﬁed senior
from Gloucester County to help them continue
their creative journey. Katherine McSweeney was
our scholarship support winner. Her passion for
art began in the ninth grade when she volunteered
with an art club at Achilles Elementary School.
For her senior project, she created a mural for the
Virginia Living Museum where she voluntees. She
will attend Longwood University in the fall where
she will continue her art studies. The Phoenix Art
Group is honored to join the list of people who have
supported Katherine McSweeney and we are sure
she will succeed in whatever artistic endeavor she Katherine McSweeney
chooses.
The Phoenix Art Group Inc., is a 501c3 non-proﬁt corporation dedicated to
helping young artists in Gloucester County. You can support our cause with direct
tax deductable donations and buying our annual calendars. For more information,
contact the Phoenix Art Group, P. O. Box 1937, Gloucester VA, 804-694-6654.

UNOBSTRUCTIVE ABSTRACTS IN ACRYLIC: Local
artist, Rose Nygaard teaches an ongoing series of acrylic
classes. Here is your chance to work with award-winning
acrylic painter, whose goal is to help you bring out your own
creativeness! Saturdays 10 AM-1:00 PM. Cost: $28 each class
or 4 classes for $100.
OIL PAINTING CLASS: This ongoing series is taught by
Renate Bumgarner. Beginners or intermediates. Renate will
share her 50+ years’ experience to get you started with the
essentials or help you improve your paintings. Good advice
on paints, brushes, starting a painting, analyzing it and more.
Saturdays 2-5 PM. Cost: $28 each class, or 4 classes for $100.

EXHIBITS
July 5- August 31: Creative Exchange. Bay School Co-Show
Exhibit. First Friday Opening Reception on July 5 and August 2
from 6-8 PM. Live music Kate Stedelbauer. Food and wine for
purchase. Free and open to the public.
September 6-30: Quilt Show. First Friday Opening Reception
on Sept. 6 from 6-9 PM. Live music, food, wine. Visit the Arts
on Main website: www.gloucesterarts.org.
October 4-31: Holly Etheridge, artist. First Friday Opening
Reception on October 4 from 6-8 PM. Live music, food, wine.
Free and open to the public. Visit the Arts on Main website:
www.gloucesterarts.org.

EVENTS
FIRST FRIDAYS: 1st Friday of every month, 6-8pm, Open
house for you and your friends to enjoy.
8TH ANNUAL FALL GALA:: October 19, 6-10 PM. Live
auction, silent auction, dinner, cocktails, dancing!

More classes are added all the time, please check
our website at www.gloucesterarts.org .

Gloucester Parks, Recreation & Tourism

Fall 2019

Fall Registration Begins August 12th
(August 14th for non-residents)

CONTACT US:
Chris Myers - Admin Coordinator 693-2355
Kim Lawrence - Office Assistant 693-2355
Denise Carter - Recreation Programs 693-1264
Ron Alston, Jr. - Athletics 693-1262
Debbie Wesolowski - Daffodil Festival 210-1903
Amy Steele - Visitor Center Coordinator 824-2476
Patti McGrath - Parks Superintendent 693-2107
Matt Barber - Recreation Superintendent 824-2753
Katey Legg - Director 693-1270
Beaverdam Park Ranger Station 693-2107
Visitors Center 693-3215
Museum of History 693-1234

Gloucester Parks, Recreation
& Tourism
County Office Building #2
6489 Main Street, Suite 303
PO Box 329
Gloucester, VA 23061
(804) 693-2355
prt@gloucesterva.info

STAY INFORMED
Do we have the correct contact information for your family?
We frequently send notices via email. You can update your
household information online, or send us an email at
prt@gloucesterva.info!
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Every effort is made to ensure the information inside is
accurate. Up to date information is available on our website
by searching the database of programs.

CONNECT WITH US
Facebook - Gloucester Parks, Recreation & Tourism
Web - www.gloucesterva.info/pr
Registration - https://rec.gloucesterva.info

Class registration begins August 12

KARATE
Sensei: Brian Jensen. Ages 4+. Learn the Shorinji Ryu style Japanese Karate
form. This provides the opportunity to increase balance, strength, self- discipline
and self-confidence. Kata forms are traditional and can be used in AAU or open
tournament.
Mondays at TC Walker
8/26-11/18, skip 9/2, 11/4&11
303020-01
Ages 4-6		 6-6:30pm			
$35
303021-01
Ages 7-9		 6:30-7pm			
$35
303022-01
Ages 10-12		 7-7:45pm			
$40
303023-01
Ages 13+		 7:45-8:30pm		
$40
Wednesdays at TC Walker 8/28-11/13, skip 11/6
303020-02
Ages 4-6		 6-6:30pm			
$35
303021-02
Ages 7-9		 6:30-7pm			
$35
303022-02
Ages 10-12		 7-7:45pm			
$40
303023-02
Ages 13+		 7:45-8:30pm		
$40
Mondays at TC Walker
11/25-2/24, skip 12/23&30, 1/20, 2/17
303020-03
Ages 4-6		 6:00-6:30pm		
$35
303021-03
Ages 7-9 		 6:30-7:00pm		
$35
303022-03
Ages 10-12 		 7:00-7:45pm 		
$40
303023-03
Ages 13 + 		 7:45-8:30pm 		
$40
Wednesdays at TC Walker 11/20-2/12, skip 11/27, 12/25, 1/1
303020-04
Ages 4-6		 6:00-6:30pm		
$35
303021-04
Ages 7-9		 6:30-7:00pm		
$35
303022-04
Ages 10-12		 7:00-7:45pm		
$40
303023-04
Ages 13 +		 7:45-8:30pm		
$40
NAMASTE YOGA
Instructor: Nichole Knott. For ages 13 and older. Hatha Yoga refers to the balance of actions and reception–uniting the Mind/Body/Breath through classic
Indian asanas (postures). Get ready for a great workout! Beginning September 3, Tuesdays at Botetourt, 5:30-6:45pm. Skip 11/5 & 11/28. Punch card:
$20/5 classes; $40/10 classes; $5/class without card.
ZUMBA
Instructor: Hannah Bychowski. For ages 16 and older. A total workout, combining elements of fitness; cardio, muscle conditioning, balance, flexibility
and boosted energy. It’s a calorie burning dance fitness party! Beginning September 3, Tuesdays & Thursdays at Achilles, 6:15-7:15pm. Punchcard: $20/5
classes; $40/10 classes; $5/class without punchcard. Skip 11/5 & 11/28.
CHAIR YOGA
Instructors: Paula Stefanic (Mondays), Sherry Stikeleather (Fridays). For ages
18 & older. A complete YOGA experience to improve or maintain flexibility,
strength, balance and lung capacity. A chair replaces the mat, making this
class accessible to everyone! 11am-Noon, PRT Office, drop-in fee $6 per day.
407021-01 Fridays-September
407021-02 Mondays-September
407021-03 Fridays-October
407021-04 Mondays-October
407021-05 Fridays-November
407021-06 Mondays-November
GENTLE YOGA
Instructor: Paula Stefanic. For ages 18 & older. Gentle Yoga offers a softer,
slow paced workout, while still achieving the benefits of stretching, balance
and flexibility. Bring a mat for floor work. Thursdays, 5:30-6:45pm at Botetourt. 6-week sessions $30.
411020-01
September 12-October 17
deadline September 11
411020-02
October 24-December 5		
deadline October 23
LOW IMPACT STEP AEROBICS
Instructor: Suellen Hooper. For ages 13 and older. Get a cardiovascular workout. STEP is part of this session, avoiding heavy stress on joints or having to
jog or jump. Bring your own step or the instructor will provide one. Mondays
and Wednesdays, 6-7pm, at Whitcomb Lodge, $30.
401010-02
August 19-September 30
deadline: August 19
401020-01
October 2-November 11
deadline: October 2
401020-02
November 13-December 30
deadline: November 13
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FALL GYMNASTICS
Head Coaches: Jeanette Stevens & Dana Combs (Adv/High Adv). For ages 3-18
(still in high school). Parents are not permitted at practice sessions; however an
open house will be conducted near the end of the session.
Tuesdays @ Botetourt – Sept 10-Nov 19 (skips Nov 5)
301021-02
Beginner 3-5 years		
4:30-5:15pm $72
301021-03
Begin Kindergarten & up
5:15-6pm
$72
301023-01
Intermediate 3-6 years 		
6-6:45pm
$72
301023-03
Intermediate 6 & up 		
6:45-7:30pm $72
Wednesdays @ Abingdon – Sept 11-Nov 13
301022-01
Begin/Inter 3-5 years 		
4:30-5:15pm $72
301021-01
Begin Kindergarten & up
5:15-6pm
$72
301022-04
Begin/Inter 6-9 years 		
6-6:45pm
$72
301022-02
Begin/Inter 10 & Up 		
6:45-7:30pm $72
Thursday @ TC Walker – Sept 12-Nov 14
301021-05
Beginner 6 & up 		
4:30-5:15pm $72
301021-02
Beginner 3-5 years 		
5:15-6pm
$72
301024-01
Advanced/High Advanced
6-8:30pm
$82
Ability Requirements:
Intermediate 3-6 years old: bridge, cartwheel & hand stand
Intermediate Kindergarten/6 & up: front limber, cartwheel & backbend
Advanced: backbend with back walkover
High Advanced: back walkover & standing back handspring
All students who qualify for Advanced or High Advanced classes will come
to a 1.25-hour assessment class on September 5. From 5:30-6:45 we will
evaluate Ages 9 and under, from 6:45-8 we will evaluate ages 10 and over.
Coaches will assess each gymnast’s ability level & will place him or her
in the appropriate class. Note: Some may be placed in Intermediate classes.
Notification of placement will be emailed the following Friday or Monday,
Advanced and High Advanced classes begin on September 12. Once
placement is determined, your child will either attend 6-7 or 7-8:30 for the
rest of the session. If chosen for the 7-8:30 High Advanced class an additional
$20 fee will be applied to your balance for the extra instruction time.

BALLET
Instructor: Jeanne Biggs. For ages 3-18 (still in high school). Parents are not
permitted at the practice sessions. This is the 1st of two sessions. The recital
is held in May at Gloucester High School. To help Mrs. Biggs prepare for
classes, please register by September 2.
Mondays @ Page – Sept 9-Dec 16 (skips 11/4 & 11)
302022-04 Ballet & Tap (Exp. 1st grade)
5-6pm 		
302022-05 Ballet & Tap (Exp. 2&3 grade)
6-7pm 		
302023-01 Ballet, Tap & Jazz (Exp. 4&5 grade) 7-8pm 		
Wednesdays @ Abingdon – Sept 11-Dec 18 (skips 11/27)
302022-01 Ballet & Tap (Exp. 4&5 years)
4:45-5:30pm
302021-02 Pre-Ballet (Beginner 3-5 years)
5:30-6:15pm
302022-03 Ballet & Tap (Beginner 1-4 grade) 6:15-7:15pm
302023-02 Ballet, Tap & Jazz (Exp. 6,7,8 gr.) 7:15-8:15pm
Thursdays @ Botetourt – Sept 12-Dec 19 (skips 11/28)
302021-03 Pre-Ballet (Beginner 3-5 years)
5-5:45pm
302022-02 Ballet & Tap (Exp. 4&5 years)
5:45-6:30pm
302024-01 Experienced Pointe (w/permission) 6:30-7:00pm
302023-03 Ballet, Tap & Jazz (Exp. 9-12 gr.)
7-8pm 		
302024-02 Beg. & Basic Point (w/permission) 8-8:30pm

Register Online at https://rec.gloucesterva.info

$75
$75
$75
$70
$70
$75
$75
$70
$70
$35
$75
$35

Athletics 693-2355

Playline 693-5811
ADULT SPORTS

YOUTH SPORTS

Our youth sports league goals are fun & sportsmanship. All youth sports are
equal play league for players that attend regularly. NO MULTIPLE carpool
requests, all requests must be absolutely necessary & cannot be guaranteed.
Coaches & officials are volunteers, please remember to THANK them!

YOUTH BASKETBALL

A fun, learning experience with equal playtime for all participants who attend
regularly. Standings are not kept. Practice 1-2 times per week and 1 game per
week. All children should have appropriate footwear & basketball (size 28.5).
Season starts after Thanksgiving and runs through mid-February. Evaluation
day is mandatory, so teams can be formed appropriately and a great way to
introduce new players to some fundamental basketball skills in a new and fun,
clinic style setting. Practices will be held at Petsworth, Bethel, Peasley, TC
Walker & Achilles. deadline: October 27. Age as of 9/30/19. Fee, $42 by Oct
13; $47 until deadline.
101030-05 Mini Mites
Ages 6-7 Games-Saturday@Botetourt/Achilles
101030-06 Mites
Ages 8-9 Games-Saturday@Botetourt/Achilles
101030-07 Mighty Mites Ages 10-11 Games-Saturday@Botetourt/Achilles
101030-08 Mini Lady Mites Ages 7-9 Games-Saturday@Botetourt/ Achilles
101030-09 Lady Mites
Ages 10-12 Games-Saturday@Botetourt/Achilles
Mandatory Skills Day Infomation:
Saturday, November 9 - Botetourt
6-7y Co-ed
9am				
7-9y Girls
10:15am
8-9y Co-ed
11:30am			
10-12y Girls 1pm
10-11y Coed 2:15pm

CO-REC SOFTBALL LEAGUE

For ages 15 & older. Field 5 men & 5 women, may bat 6 & 6. Women hit an 11inch ball, men a 12-inch ball. Home run limit rule. 10 game schedule & double
elimination tournament. May have up to 2 each, non local men & women. Only
10 teams will be accepted. If space allows, out of town teams may be accepted.
Organizational meeting before season starts at the PR&T Office. ONLY BATS
THAT ARE PURE SINGLE WALL ARE LEGAL. Players using illegal bats
will be suspended from league play and their team will be charged with a
forfeit.Sundays, 12pm-dark. GHS. Fee: $525/Gloucester; $580/Out of Town.
202020-01 - deadline Sept 1

ADULT BASKETBALL 18 & OVER A LEAGUE

For ages 18 & older (out of high school). Regulation rules, 10 game schedule,
plus tournament. May have 3 players not from Gloucester, teams from other
areas may play if space allows. Mon-Th, 6:30, Sept 16 - Nov 21. Fee: $615/
Gloucester; $675/Out of town
201020-01 - Deadline Sept 10 (Location TBA)

ADULT BASKETBALL 35 & OVER B LEAGUE

For ages 35 & over, all male players MUST be 35 or over, female players
must be 18 or older & out of high school. Modified rules with standings
and Playoffs. 10 game schedule. May have 3 players from out of Gloucester,
teams from other areas may play if space allows. Mon-Thurs , 6:30, Sept 16
- Nov 21. Fee: $510/Gloucester; $560/Out of town
201020-02 - Deadline Sept 10 (Location TBA)

YOUTH FIELD HOCKEY

For ages 6-13 as of 9/30/19. Players must have a mouthpiece, protective
eyewear, shin guards & stick. Mon-Thurs 5pm-dark, Saturdays 9am-dark &
Sunday afternoons for makeups. Mid-September thru mid-November. Fee:
$42 by Aug 18; $47 after. Ark Park.
102020-05 - Ages 6-9
102020-06 - Ages 10-13

STAR FALL GAMES
SOCCER PLAYTIME

For age 4 as of 9/30/19. Basic skills are taught & having fun is most important.
One weekday evening (Mon-Thur) 5-5:45 or 5:30-6:15 & Saturday. MidSeptember through mid-October. Abingdon & Ark Parks. Fee: $22 by Aug 18;
$27 Aug 19 - Sept 1.
104020-01 -Age 4 (must be 4 by 9/30/19)

For ages 6-18. An athletic, games & social program for kids with special
needs. Wheelchair-bound kids are welcome. Children participate in
basketball, games & other fun activities, individualized for each participant
to best help them both physically & for their enjoyment. Participants must
wear tennis shoes. Volunteers are welcome & needed. Fridays, 6:00-7:30
at Botetourt, $15.
110020-01 - Sept 6 - Nov 15 Deadline: Sept 1
110030-01 – Nov 29 - Feb 21 Deadline: Nov 24

COACHES & OFFICIALS:

PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY
COMMITTEE
Don Sandridge, Rick Taylor, Nancy Fisher, Robert
Hendley, Cathy Lambert, Kenny Richardson, Buddy
Rilee, Andy Smith, Randy Burak, Robert “JJ” Orth

Volunteer coaches & referees are needed for basketball, field hockey & soccer
leagues. Training is provided. The pay’s not good, but the rewards are GREAT!
Super way to support the youth of the community. For info on volunteering call
Ron, 693-1262.

TRADE ‘EM IN!

Youngsters outgrow soccer cleats before wearing them out, and PR&T has a cleat
exchange program. Bring in a pair of usable cleats & trade them for another size.
Don’t have a pair, just donate $5 to Park Partners. Have cleats that no longer fit?
Please consider donating them to this program.

Follow us on Facebook - Gloucester Parks, Recreation & Tourism
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Special Events

693-2355

				HAUNTED TRAIL
Welcome to the 30th anniversary of the Haunted Trail! Prepared to be scared!!
Two nights of fright transforms the Nature Trail into a very creepy and terrifying
place. Several bone chilling skits are set up along the 20 minute walk thru the
woods! $10 per person for ages 13 and older $5 per person for ages 8 to 12.
Children under 8 are not permitted. Loud noises, uneven surfaces and strobe
lights will be on trail. Please wear sturdy footwear like hiking boots or sneakers.
October 25 & October 26 from 7-9:30pm with rain dates of November 1 & 2.
All go in, most come out.

Park Partners Cards
Available NOW!
FOOD SAFETY CERTIFICATION

Instructor: Marilyn Morris. This program is ideal for those in the restaurant
industry. Gloucester County code requires one full-time staff person per
establishment be certified. Course will cover contamination, food borne
illnesses, food storage, food preparation, employee training, sanitation and
more. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2-5 pm, PRT Office, deadline October 1.
402010-01 October 15,17,22,24 Full course w/materials
402010-02 October 24
Test only with book
402010-03 October 24
Test only NO book
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$175/person
$85/person
$65/person

Savings Include:

YRC Cinemas - Free med popcorn with purchase of med/lg drink
Juan’s Mexican Cafe - 10% off meal
Papa John’s - BOGO free any menu item
Sweet Tooth Cafe - 10% off any item
Eggheads Diner - 10% off cardholders’s meal! Just show your card!
and more!

Good until January 2020
Available at PR&T Office & Beaverdam Park

Follow us on Facebook - Gloucester Parks, Recreation and Tourism

Tourism

693-0014

Gloucester Visitors Center
Formerly housed in the Roane Building, the Visitors Center has moved across the Court Circle into the Colonial Courthouse
Annex. With an expanded Gift Shop, dedicated Werowocomoco exhibit room, and improved information access, the Visitors Center
provides an upgraded experience for tourists and residents alike. This is the perfect spot to stop for local information or to find that
unique gift for that hard to buy for friend!
Volunteer Recruitment
How would you like to meet interesting travelers from all over the state, nation, and world, as well as some locals? The Gloucester
Visitor Center is looking for volunteers to do just that and more! As a volunteer you will engage with visitors while providing
them with welcoming guides, brochures and useful information on Gloucester and its surrounding areas, guide them through the
Werowocomoco exhibit room, and help to inspire them to plan memorable and exciting experiences in our County. Positions
are available Tuesday-Saturday from 10AM to 1PM and/or 1 to 4PM and Sunday and Monday 1 to 4PM. Training is provided.
Volunteers are welcome to commit to as little 3 hours per month. Contact Amy Steele, Visitor Center Coordinator, at 804-824-2476,
or email asteele@gloucesterva.info and she will be happy to meet and discuss the great benefits of volunteering at the Gloucester
Visitor Center.

Gift Shop

Not only is the Gloucester Visitor
Center a source for maps, brochures
and information but it also has a gift
shop full of unique items. At the
gift shop, you will find a variety of
historical books, mugs, local honey,
postcards, souvenirs, children’s items,
t-shirts, Daffodil Festival souvenirs,
Virginia is for Lovers merchandise,
hats, ornaments, Whitley’s nuts,
Gloucester decals, and much more.
Additionally, the gift shop features a
collection of hand crafted items made
by local artist such as The Village
Blacksmith, Moonstruck Soaps, and
hand crafted cutting boards made
with local wood. We are frequently
adding more merchandise and hope
to feature additional artisans soon!

TOURISM ADVISORY
COMMITTEE
Eileen Gedicke
Denise Hutchins
Katrina Brown
Jenny Crittenden
Betty Jean Deal
Wilbur Flores
Victoria Revell
Gary Ward
Gloria Williams
Michael Winebarger

2019 CONCERTS ON THE GREEN
Thursday, August 15 - 6:00pm

Those Guys

Thursday, August 29 - 6:00pm

Toby & Larry

Thursday, September 19 - 6:00pm

Something Different

More info on Gloucester Tourism at www.visitgloucesterva.com
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Beaverdam Park

693-2107

BEAVERDAM PARK has something for everyone with its 635 acre lake and acres of natural splendor. Beaverdam is open 7 days/week and is located in the central
part of the county. The main entrance to Beaverdam Park is located at 8687 Roaring Springs Rd (Rt 616). The second entrance to the park is located at 9537 Fary’s
Mill Rd (Rt 606).
PARK OFFERINGS & RENTALS
* Whitcomb Lodge (enclosed 70 person capacity) * Smith Shelter & Beaverdam Shelter (35 person capacity) * Picnic areas (open areas w/seating for 12) * Freshwater
lake fishing & accessible kayak launch * Jon boats, kayaks, canoes, peddle boats & fishing poles for rent * Hiking, biking & horseback riding trails * Full trail
experience is over 20 miles! *
For park hours, more information, or facility reservations, please give us a call at 804-693-2107 or visit the park’s website at www.glouceseterva.info/Beaverdam

2019 BIG BASH OPEN BASS TOURNAMENT
Last OPEN tournament of the year is September 21. The top 20 teams will
then be invited to compete to determine Beaverdam Park’s top fisherman
of the season in the Classic. The Classic will be held on October 19. The
entry fee is $45 per boat for annual pass holders & $50 per boat for non-pass
holders. Additional fees may apply.
FISHING & NIGHT FISHING
NO charge to fish from fishing pier or bank. A Virginia Fresh Water Fishing
License is required for anyone age 16 and older. Fishing licenses are
available at https://gooutdoorsvirginia.com/. Personal daily launch fee $6
for motorized canoe, kayak or john boat & $3 for a canoe/kayak. Discounted
Annual Passes are available after July 1; $40 for boat/vehicle, $20 for
canoe-kayak/vehicle. Fees are collected at Ranger Station on Roaring
Springs Road. One Night Fishing events will occur on August 16 from 4pm
to midnight and you must register at the Ranger Station $5 per person. One
night paddling event will occur on September 6 from 7-9pm. $5 per person
must pre-register by the Wednesday before the event.
FALL CLEAN GLOUCESTER DAY
Clean Gloucester Day starts at YOUR Parks! Beaverdam Park will be
hosting one team of volunteers and another team of volunteers will be at
Gloucester Point Beach Park. Register online or at the Beaverdam Park
Ranger Station and specify which park you would like to help clean up. This
is a great opportunity to fulfill community service hours and to help beautify
Gloucester County’s Parks. Join us October 12 at 8am.
Beaverdam Park: Activity number #50902-01
Gloucester Point Beach Park: Activity number #50902-02
ARCHERY PROGRAM
Introductory and Intermediate Archery program perfect for beginners thru
advanced. We provide a safe and fun environment for youth and adults to
learn a new sport. The Archery course is taught by USA Archery certified
instructors. The courses are designed to be fun and informative while learning
the proper skills required to shoot a bow. All equipment is provided. Please
do not bring your own bow. Youth program for ages 10-18. Adult program
is for 18 and up. Space is limited to 10 Archers. Deadline to register is the
Wednesday before the session. $15 per session.
50102-01 thru 50102-05, Beg. Youth 2-3:30pm 2nd&4th Sun Sep-Nov 10
50102-12 thru 50102-14, Int. Youth 4-5:30pm Sep 8, Oct 13, Nov 10
50102-07 & 08, Adult
4-5:30pm Sep 22 & Oct 27

SENIOR GAME DAY
Grab a friend and your favorite game to join other seniors for an afternoon
of fun and fellowship. Bring a snack to share if you’d like. Age 60+. Meet at
Whitcomb Lodge. Call the Ranger Station for dates, often the last Thursday
of the month. 2–4pm. Free program and no registration is required. Just call
your friends and meet up at the Lodge. October 31 we will have a fun festive
game day. Wear a costume and bring a treat to share.
WOMENS SELF DEFENSE WORKSHOP
Join us on August 30 and November 15 in the Whitcomb Lodge at
Beaverdam Park for exciting women's personal protection and self defense
classes. Learn effective techniques that you can use right away to keep
yourself safe. Ages 16+. Classes will build on one another but you may
attend a single class. Dress comfortably or in workout attire and come to
have fun! 6:30-8:30pm. $10 per person per class. Deadline to register is the
Friday before each class. Activity Number: 50901:08/09.
FALL BIRDING PADDLE
Join Beaverdam bird enthusiasts for an early morning guided paddle tour
observing the many species of migratory water fowl as they journey to their
winter range. This program is $10 and includes your two-hour kayak rental
or your daily launch pass if you bring your own kayak. Bring your camera
and binoculars if you have them and feel free to bring bird identification
material as well. It may be cool so dress weather appropriate. Limited to
10 participants. Ages 10+. November 16, 7-9am. Deadline to register
November 6. Activity Number 50602:01
YOUTH "LOCK-OUT"
Join us September 6 for another night under the stars at Beaverdam Park's
"Youth Lock-Out"! There will be games, social time, sunset fishing, a
night hike and more at this after hours exclusive experience. Please bring
a water bottle and flashlight. Pizza will be provided. Ages 11-15. 6-10pm.
20 participant maximum. Meet at Whitcomb Lodge. Deadline to register
August 30. $15 per child. Registration Number #50904:08.
OWL WALKS
Join our Beaverdam Birders for an evening of calling, listening and learning
about owls. Participants are encouraged to bring a flashlight and wear
appropriate footwear as the group will be walking the trails at night. Bring
your binoculars and camera if you have one. Registration is required. Must
be 10 or older. Space is limited. Deadline is one week before program date.
50301-07
Fri. 8/30, 8–10pm
Beaverdam main entrance
$5
50301-08
Fri. 9/13, 7:30–9:30pm Beaverdam 606 entrance
$5
50301-09
Sat. 9/7, 7:30–9:30pm Woodville			
$5
50301-10
Sat. 11/9, 5–7pm
Woodville			
$5
50301-12
Sat. 11/23, 5–7pm
Beaverdam main entrance
$5
LETS CELEBRATE THANKS & GIVING
Join Beaverdam Park in being thankful! During the month of November
stop by the Ranger Station and donate a nonperishable food item. You will
receive a card to write what you are thankful for and we will display them
around the park. All the food will be donated to Bread for Life Food Pantry
and will help people in our local community.
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Register Online at https://rec.gloucesterva.info

Woodville, Brown & Other Parks

693-2107

TO REGISTER FOR PARK PROGRAMS, PLEASE VISIT https://rec.gloucesterva.info
WOODVILLE PARK is growing every day with the help of the generous
citizens of Gloucester County. Woodville Park is approximately 100 acres in
size and is located in Hayes off of Bray’s Point Road. The park started with a
gift to Gloucester County of 100 acres by the Lanciano Family.
This nature park contains both wetlands and woodlands, athletic fields and
reflective gardens, walking paths and hiking trails. The site plan is available
online to see what else is in store for the future of the park. There are several
athletic fields, a sand volleyball/soccer court, picnic areas, community
gardens, a memorial walk and two ponds. The construction of the park has
been made possible by the generosity of individuals and businesses who have
donated money and time and over $800,000 in grant funds. The park won the
Best New Park Award in 2013 from the Virginia Recreation and Park Society.
Volunteers are always needed. Upcoming work will include field preparation,
garden maintenance, trail clearing and more plantings. If you would like to
help please contact us at prt@gloucesterva.info. Memorial bricks and benches
are also available for purchase to remember your loved ones. For more pictures
and updates follow us on Facebook. www.facebook.com/parkpartners.

PARK OFFERINGS

* Picnic Areas * Wooded Nature Trail & Walking Path * Memorial
Garden & Walkway * 2 Habitat Ponds * 3 Athletic Fields * Sand Courts
* Native Plant Gardens * Community Vegetable Gardens *

ADOPT A GARDEN AT WOODVILLE PARK
Do you love to be outside in nature? Do you love to get your hands dirty?
We need your help! We are looking for gardeners to come and help maintain
areas of the park’s gardens. It would require weed pulling, trimming and
mulching. You can sign up with your office, bowling club or fellow neighbors.
It would be an area to call your own and for the whole county to enjoy.
Contact Patti McGrath at 804-693-2355 or pmcgrath@gloucesterva.info for
more information.

LEARN YOUR FERNS
Learn the basics about native fern species, what they require to survive and
their life cycles. Take a walk around Woodville park and learn to identify
ferns found there. Wear appropriate attire. September 13. 5-6pm. Deadline to
register September 10. Activity Number #51002-03. FREE.
CANINE HALLOWEEN SCAVENGER HUNT
Join our animal loving park staff at Woodville Park for a Halloween themed
scavenger hunt. Bring your four-legged family member dressed for Halloween
and ready for photos! There will be a scavenger hunt around the park for dog
friendly prizes along with games and photo ops for your festive pup. Donations
will be accepted to go towards Gloucester Counties first Dog Park. All dogs
must be up to date with shots. October 19 from 9-11am. Deadline to register
October 16. Activity number #51002-02. FREE.

OTHER PARK PROGRAMS
BROWN PARK THROWDOWN
SKATE COMPETITION
Triangle Skateboard Alliance and
Park Partners, Inc will Team up
again on August 17 from 12-4pm
to host the second Brown Park
Throwdown, a skate competition
and community service event
held at Brown Park. Area skaters
can compete for prizes and
bragging rights in street or halfpipe at beginner, intermediate,
and advanced levels. Skater
entry and public admission to the
event will be school supplies to
be donated to Gloucester County
Schools. Donations will be shared
with Connecting Communities,
The G.U.E.S.T program and the
Gloucester Resource Council to
benefit students in need Grades
K-12. For more information or to
become a sponsor, please contact
Triangle Skateboard Alliance
(804) 426-3663, tsaproject@
outlook.com.
facebook.com/
triangleskateboardalliance
instagram.com/
triangleskateboardalliance
triangleskateboardalliance.org

TOUCH A TRUCK
Every little kids dream come true. Meet Gloucester's finest Volunteer Fire
Fighters and the Elite members of Gloucesters' Sheriff's office at Woodville
park. Tractors, Mowers, Trucks and more will be available for kids to enjoy.
Explore the different vehicles, meet the drivers, and learn some great safety
tips. For all ages. October 12. 9am-12pm. Deadline to register October 4.
Activity Number #51002-01. FREE.
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HAUNTED CEMETERY KAYAK TOUR
Do you love history and the water? How about the full moon? Join us for a
night kayak tour out of Johns Point to some local cemeteries and graveyards.
We will provide the kayaks, boat lights, paddles and life jackets. You can
bring your own kayak or canoe if you wish for a discount. Ages 10+. Bring
a water bottle, snack, bug spray and a flashlight. We will be paddling
and walking on land so wear/bring appropriate footwear. September 14,
5:30-8:30pm. Registration deadline is September 6. Registration Number
#50602-02. $30 per paddler.

For More Information on Park Partners visit www.gloucesterparks.org

Best Years Trips
TRIPS FOR THE ACTIVE OLDER ADULT!
Just ride, leave the driving and planning to us!
• For age 55 & older
• Plays, adventures, musicals, seasonal traditions and fun!
• Payment Process - A DEPOSIT is required to reserve
your seat, listed in the parenthesis behind the trip fee. The
remaining fee is due 2 weeks prior to trip.

693-2355
• No refunds/credits after deadline unless medical - Dr.’s note
required. Sorry, trips and group pricing based on registration,
we have to pay for spaces reserved.
• Registration begins August 12 for residents; August 14 for
non-residents @ 8 am in office or online.
• Trips leave from the Gloucester Courthouse parking lot.
• Trips that don’t meet registration requirements will be
canceled. Sign up early to make sure you don’t miss out.

DC DAYS
Spend the day on your own in Washington DC. We will drop you off at
the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History, then pick you up at the
same spot. In the meantime, do as you please. There are hop on buses to
move you around the city, many sites in walking distance and unlimited
opportunities for fun! All meals on your own. $39 (Deposit $15).
601020-01 Wednesday, September 11, 6:30am-7:00pm (depends on
traffic), deadline 9/4
601020-03 Wednesday, September 25, 6:30am-7:00pm (depends on
traffic), deadline 9/18
RICE’S HOTEL/HUGHLETT’S TAVERN
The story of this tavern and its relationship to the development of Northumberland County and Virginia’s Northern Neck reflects what happened in countless court house village throughout Virginia and the nation. Join us as we experience the Farmers Market’s “Living History”
event in Heathsville. A full day of food, vendors, displays and activities
await you! Lunch on your own. deadline: September 15, $22 (Deposit
$10).
601020-02 Saturday, September 21, 8:00am-2:30pm

JEANNE ROBERTSON
Here are the vitals: 75 years young, 6’2” tall, former Miss North Carolina, huge personality, big heart and AMAZING SENSE OF HUMOR!
Jeanne finds humor in her everyday life and in all the people and things
around her. She is an observer with quite an interesting eye!!! Be ready
to laugh hard! Dinner on your own, Ferguson Center, deadline: October
14, $78 (Deposit $25).
601020-05 Friday, October 18, 5-11:30pm
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN
The story of a large and unique family. Dad is a pioneer of industrial efficiency, he decides to apply his knowledge to the every day running of
his family! Join us as we enjoy the Williamsburg Players version of this
classic tale. Dinner on your own after the show. deadline: November 1,
$46 (Deposit $$15).
601020-06 Saturday, November 16 1-6pm
THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD

ANNIE
Unlike most of the other children at Miss Hannigan’s orphanage, little
orphan Annie believes that her parents are still alive and will one day
return to claim her. Then Daddy Warbucks arrives on the scene and the
story is wonderful! Lunch included at the Riverside Center for the Performing Arts, Fredericksburg, deadline: August 28, $99 (Deposit $15)
601020-04 Wednesday, October 9, 9:30am-6:30pm
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Based on Charles Dickens’ final unfinished
novel, this hilarious
whodunit invites the audience to solve its mystery! What was Dickens’
thinking? How would
he end this novel...no
one knows, but trying
to sort it out is fun! And
you get a vote! Dinner on
your own after the show.
Swift Creek Mill Theater,
deadline: November 17,
$75 (Deposit $25).
601020-07 Wednesday,
November 20, 12:457pm

Register Online at https://rec.gloucesterva.info
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Community Happenings
Arts at Abingdon Concert Series
Free Musical Concerts

Schwarz-Bournaki Duo
Julian Schwarz, cello & Marika Bournaki, piano

November 9, 2019
5:00 p.m.
Abingdon Episcopal Church
804.693.3035

www.abingdonchurch.org

Disabled American Veterans
Chapter #58
DAV Chapter #58 has been assisting veterans since 1988 and is located at 6265
Professional Drive across from Lowes. There is a PTSD counselor to assist veterans
with group or individual sessions from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. by appointment. There are
Certified Chapter Service officers available to assist veterans and their family members,
Monday, Wednesday and Friday on a walk-in basis from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; always
free of charge. Also we are great resource of information on VA benefits, applications
for emergency relief and provide transportation to VA medical appointments at the
VA hospital in Hampton. If you need a facility to hold an event our hall is available
at a reasonable rent and it is equipped with commercial kitchen. The spacious
auditorium can accommodate up to 130 seated guests. DAV chapter meetings are the
first Wednesday of the month with a meal at 6:30 p.m. and meeting to follow at 7:30
p.m. If you are a veteran please stop by or call 804 695 1558.

40th Annual Guinea Jubilee
September 27-28, 2019
The Guinea Jubilee and the Guinea Heritage Association are committed
to preserving the history and values of a unique community we call
Guinea. The Guinea Jubilee is a two day event that annually attracts
thousands of people to celebrate and honor the way of life in the
3:00 pm
Guinea Neck. The Jubilee features cultural activities, arts and crafts
7:00 pm
exhibits, a parade, delicious seafood, and a fireworks show to end
10:00 pm
the event. Our festival is always held the last Friday and Saturday
in September.
7:30 am
For more informationgo here: http://www.guineajubilee.com/

Schedule of Events
Friday 3 – 10pm
Arts & Crafts and Food Booths open
Entertainment: Crazy X
Bubba takes Darlin’ home!
Saturday 7:30 am – 9:15 pm
Crab Walk/Run and Shad Run
Registration

Festival Grounds
Main Stage

Buck’s Store

7:45 am Pedal the Loop Bike Ride

Marvin Crane’s Office
Building

9:00 am Arts & Crafts and Food Booths open

Festival Grounds

Children’s games
Car Show
10:00 am Parade Line Up Starts
12:00 pm

TBA
2:00 pm
TBA
6:00 pm
9:00 pm
9:15pm

Abingdon Volunteer Fire & Rescue
Firemen’s Parade
Route: Union Baptist Church to
Abingdon Ruritan Club Grounds
Flag Retirement Ceremony

Abingdon Fire Department
Union Baptist Church
Guinea Road

In front of the Main Stage

Platform to the left of the Main
Stage
Abingdon Fire Department
Parade Trophy Presentation
Booth
Entertainment: East Coast Rockers Main Stage
FIREWORKS!!
Bubba takes Darlin’ home!
Anchor Throwing and Crab Pot Pulling
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Community Happenings
Adult Literacy on the Middle Peninsula
Provides free one on one instruction in:
• Reading, Mathematics, English as a Second Language
• High School Completion GED or NEDP
• Civics Education to prepare for US citizenship
Saturday School is available for the working adult preparing for high
school completion.
Call 804-210-9169 for an appointment.

HUMUH
The HUMUH Buddhist Center is hosting a session of Clear Mind Meditation for
World Peace for the community. We will meet for meditation instruction and practice
at 6:00 p.m. (doors open at 5:45 p.m.), at Abingdon Episcopal Parish House, 4645
George Washington Memorial Highway, White Marsh on the ﬁrst Monday of the
month and at 9:00 a.m. (doors open at 8:45 a.m.), at the Riverside Wellness Center,
7516 Hospital Drive, Gloucester, on the third Sunday of the month. No membership
is necessary to attend meditation. Everyone is welcome to attend sessions of this
relaxing and uplifting meditation at no charge. HUMUH.org contact: Denise Mosca
dmosca@cox.net 804-693-9097.

PREVENT SUICIDE
WALK FOR A NEW DAY

Saturday, November 9, 2019
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Main Street Center, Gloucester
To register:
Go to www.chvc.online and follow the link
Call: 1-888-PREV-550 - 804-642-5402
Email: prevent@mpnn.state.va.us
Registration is highly encouraged, but not required.
A $5.00 donation per person will benefit our Suicide Prevention Awareness Initiatives.
Donations will be accepted the morning of the event.
Sponsored by the MPNN CSB Prevention Health & Wellness Division
In Partnership with the Coalition for Healthy Virginia Communities’ Regional Suicide
Prevention Task Force
Funded by the Virginia Department of Behavioral Health & Developmental Services

TOPS is people helping people by support,
encouragement, recognition, and friendships. It is
a non-profit, non-commercial weight-loss support
organization throughout the United States and
Canada. Come join us for the once a week meeting
every Wednesday at Grace Covenant Presbyterian
Church on Main Street, Gloucester. Weigh-in
is from 9:00 a.m. - 9:50 a.m. with the Support
Meeting from 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. For more
information, call 804-815-2601.

Brain Injury
Support Group
The Middle Peninsula Brain injury support group
meets the third Thursday of each month at Riverside
Walter Reed Hospital from 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. in
the conference room across from the cafeteria. Contact
Theresa Ashberry at 804-815-8495.

August 15
September 19
October 17
November 21

Walk to End
Alzheimer's
MP/NN
October 5, 2019
2 mile walk
Registration at 8:00 a.m.
Ceremony at 9:30 a.m.
Walk at 10:00 a.m.
6596 Main St, Gloucester, VA 23061
Free registration at alz.org/walk
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Community Happenings
Piankatank Community League

Discovery Lab at VIMS
Art in Science
August 20, 2019
6:00-8:00 pm
Art and science go hand in hand! From
science illustrations of plants and animals, to
photography of microscopic organisms - we will
be investigating the intersections between science
and art. Megan Beck, a fashion designer, will
explain how she relies on horticulture to practice
her art of clothing design. Attendees
will be able to complete a variety of sciencerelated art activities: including fish printing and hand-dyeing their own t-shirt!
Discovery Labs are free, family-friendly programs provided by the Chesapeake Bay
National Estuarine Research Reserve (CBNERR) at the Virginia Institute of Marine
Science (VIMS) in Gloucester Point. Designed with elementary-aged youth and their
parents in mind, each lab includes exhibits, demonstrations, and hands-on activities as
well as a short presentation. Registration is required. go tot www.vims.edu/events or call
804-684-7061 to register.

After Hours Lectures at VIMS
August 29, 2019
Research Around the World: Asia's Last Natural and Unstudied Major River Delta

September 26, 2019
Forecasting Tidal Flooding: Helping Hampton Roads
prepare for storms and rising seas

October 24 , 2019
Cytobots in the Bay: How technology is keeping Virginians safe
All After Hours lectures take place at 7:00 pm in Watermen’s Hall on the VIMS
campus, Reservations to this free, public lecture are required. Visit www.vims.edu/
events or call 804-684-7061 to register. If you are unable to attend this lecture in person,
it will be offered as a live webinar. To register for the webinar visit the sites listed above.

Public Tours of VIMS
Fridays in August
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Join us for a tour of VIMS! During this
2-hour guided tour you will receive an overview
of VIMS, a guided tour of our Visitor’s Center,
and you will visit two of our research laboratories where you will talk with our
scientists. Tours are designed for adults (children must be at least 9 years old to
attend). Registration is required and must be completed at least two days in advance.
Visit www.vims.edu/events or call 804-684-7061 to register.

The Piankatank Community League (PCL) is a
civic league located in northern Gloucester County.
Our activities include supporting those who serve and
protect us, maintaining community communications,
and providing and supporting programs that
strengthen our children and families. We invite you to
join us as we work together to meet the growing needs
of our community, producing a greater quality of life
for all. The League meets the third Thursday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at 11888 Harcum Road. For more
information, contact Todd West at (757) 679-9777, or
like us on Facebook at Piankatank Community League
for information on upcoming events.
The League building, with a full kitchen and seating
for up to 70 people, may be rented for social events,
private parties or meetings. For more information on
facility rental, contact Laura Frick at (703) 850-8085,
Rich Yamamoto at (804) 694-9289 or Phil Olekszyk at
(804) 694-4809.

Dr. Elizabeth H. Crowther
Named President Emeritus
of RCC
The Virginia Community
College System (VCCS) State
Board bestowed the honor
of President Emeritus to Dr.
Elizabeth H. Crowther, who
retires on June 30 after 15 years
as president of Rappahannock
Community College (RCC).
The VCCS State Board
praised Dr. Crowther’s
dedication to elevating the
Dr. Crowther
Rappahannock brand and
serving the educational and workforce development
needs of the 12-county service area. The many
accomplishments during her presidency attest to the
quality of her leadership.
These accomplishments include: growing the RCC
Educational Foundation’s assets from $1.4 to $11
million; establishing broad guaranteed admissions
agreements with state colleges, such that the RCC
template became the basis for VCCS statewide
agreements; and facilitating substantial renovations
at the Glenns and Warsaw campuses. Under her
leadership, the employee culture has thrived, and
she has built an exceptional staff, resulting in “Best
Colleges to Work for” status from the Chronicle of
Higher Education.
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Community Happenings
Gloucester Rotary Club
The Gloucester Rotary Club meets the second and
fourth Thursdays each month At Sweet Tooth Café
on Main St., from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Call Lisa Jackson, president
at 804-642-1461 ext 8578 for more information
or visit https://www.gloucesterrotary.club/

36th Annual
Pig Roast
September 26
Ware River Yacht Club

The FREE Foundation
Williamsburg Chapter
The FREE Fouindation is a resource available
those who may be in need in the greater Williamsburg
area. Brought to Williamsburg by a grant from the
Williamsburg Health Foundation in 2015, FREE gifts
donated, gently used mobility related equipment and
bathroom transfer aids to uninsured or underinsured
adults who cannot afford the equipment they need.
Celebrate FREE Foundation’s 20th year in Virginia on
October 23, 2019 from 2:00 - 6:00 p.m. at 500 Sentara
Circle, Suitw 201, Wiliamsburg, rsvp: williamsburg@
free-foundation.org.To learn more about the history
of FREE visit www.free-foundation.org.

Literacy Volunteers of Gloucester
Needs Volunteers and Tutors
Welcome to Literacy Volunteers of Gloucester, your partner in reaching goals you
may thought were unreachable! LVG can teach “empowerment” through literacy, and
so much more. Our mission is to increase adult literacy on the middle peninsula. And
you can help us! We need volunteers and tutors to help us reach more of our neighbors
in need. Have you considered volunteering your time? Surveys show that giving back to
the community is rewarding and personally enriching for the volunteer. Come meet our
other volunteers, make new friends. No special skills are needed; just a willingness and
desire to help others learn to read and improve their math skills. And LVG has a variety
of volunteer positions waiting to be filled.
As LVG expands and increases its outreach, consider some tutoring at LVG to help
someone in need learn to read or improve comprehension. Feel the reward that comes
with helping others. Call our office manager, Angela Mosher, today. She will tell you
about our many volunteer positions.
And if you or a friend or family member struggle to read at an adult level, or if
you did not graduate from high school, LVG is here to help you. We are a volunteer
organization dedicated to equipping adults with the skills needed to be successful in
their daily lives with private tutoring and group classes.
We also provide, free of charge:
•
computer training
•
teaching new job skills
•
tutoring to prepare for the GED
•
ESOL classes
It’s never too late to get an education. And we are here for you!
To learn more about our classes and the GED program, contact Literacy Volunteers
of Gloucester by phone at 804-693-1306, or by email litvolofglova@gmail.com. Or stop
by our office at 5248 George Washington Memorial Highway, Gloucester. Our office is
in the Rappahannock Concrete building on Route 17.

Riverside Walter Reed Hospital
Recognizes Volunteers
At Walter Reed we love Volunteers! Our volunteer contributions
include escorting family and friends of patients, working in the gift
shop, being a greeter, general office duties and much more.
See riversideonline.com for more information.To complete a volunteer
application online, visit wwwriversideonline.com/rwrhvolunteer
Cindy Jenkins, Volunteer Coordinator at 804-695-8585 or Cindy.Jenkins@
rivhs.com

Riverside Walter Reed Hospital Recognition of Volunteer Hours
The amount of hours they have given from 2012-2019 is phenomenal

Mrs. Gwen Callis 8,775:30 hours
Mrs. Phyllis Hudgins 8,401:55 hours
Mrs. Earlene Miller 8,183:06 hours

LVG: Equipping Adults For Tomorrow

Nominated as a Champion of Caring
Mrs. Dianne Childress
Dianne volunteers in the pre and post op area. She always goes above
and beyond to assist with patient care. She volunteers multiple times
during the week. Dianne is helpful, friendly and kind to the staff, the
patients and their family members. She always delivers the Riverside
Care Difference.
Volunteer Sponsor /Trainer
Mrs. Jeanine Gisvold
Jeanine is always willing to teach and train our new junior and adult
volunteers. She is dedicated and shows great passion as a RWRH
volunteer. Jeanine is knowledgeable of the assignment areas and
exemplifies how important empathy and sympathy is to our the
patients.

Community Happenings
Fraud Alert
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Office of Inspector General is alerting the public about a fraud
scheme involving genetic testing. Scammers are offering
Medicare beneficiaries cheek swabs for genetic testing to obtain
their Medicare information for identity theft or fraudulent billing purposes. These
fraudsters are targeting beneficiaries through telemarketing calls, booths at public
events, health fairs, and door-to-door visits. If a beneficiary agrees to genetic testing or
verified personal or Medicare information, a testing kit is sent even if it is not ordered
by a physician or medically necessary.
Protect Yourself, if a genetic testing kit is mailed to you, don’t accept it unless
it was ordered by your physician. Refuse the delivery or return it to the sender. Be
suspicious of anyone who offers you free genetic testing and then requests your
Medicare number. If your personal information is compromised, it may be used in
other fraud schemes.
A physician that you know and trust should approve any requests for genetic testing.
Medicare beneficiaries should be cautious of unsolicited requests for their Medicare
numbers. If anyone other than your physician’s office requests your Medicare
information, do not provide it. If you suspect Medicare fraud, Report the Scam by
calling1.800.447.8477 or go online www.oig.hhs.gov/fraud/hotline.

St. Therese Events
Annual
Christmas Bazaar

Bingo is Back

October 19, 2019
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

This event is free to the public and
features over 30 exhibitors showcasing
intricate woodwork;
sew crafts; painted
art; wreaths: holiday
goods; hand-crafted
jewelry; NFL wares;
homemade soaps;
children apparel; hair
bows and much more!

Every Monday
Doors Open at 5:30 p.m.
Game Play begins at 7:00 p.m.

Page 15

Page 16

Community
GHappenings
loucester County Public Library
www.gloucesterva.info/PublicLibrary

All Ages

Main Library
Saturday, October 12
11am
Chills, thrills and things that go bump in the
night. Virginia Paranormal Investigators share
ghostly encounters. All ages.

tober 31
Thursday, Oc
5:30-7:30pm
!
Family Event

Friends Only
Friday, October 25, 2019, 10am - 1pm
General Public
Friday, October 25, 2019, 1pm - 5pm
Saturday, October 26, 2019, 10am - 5pm
Sunday, October 27, 2019, 1pm - 5pm
Yearly Memberships $5 Join today!

Children

Little Pillars

Toddlers on the Loose

September 10, 17 & 24
October 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
Rhyme, Read, Play, and Learn the Eric
Carle way! Ages birth - 24 months.
Registration opens August 27

September 12, 19 & 26
October 3, 10, 17 & 24
Stories, songs, rhymes, and motor skill
development activities for 2 year olds.
Registration opens August 29

Tuesdays @ 10:15am

Thursdays @ 10:15am

Pre-K Story Time

Wednesdays @ 10:15am
September 11, 18 & 25
October 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30

Stories, rhymes, songs, and a craft help
preschoolers grasp the fundamentals of
learning to read. Ages 3 - 5.
Registration opens August 28

Computer Classes
Main Library

November 4-8 & November 11-17
(during library hours)
New crafts each week! Grades K-5.

Main Library
August 8 & 29
September 12 & 26
October 10
Appointments available
1pm-2:30pm

Key:

= Registration required.

Point Branch
August 1
September 5 & 19
October 3 & 17

Wednesday evening
appointments available
beginning in September

Questions about Microsoft Word, issues with email, a
new smartphone and don't know where to start?
Register for 30 minutes of individual tech help!
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tomorrow the
“Never put off till
today.”
book you can read
n
~Holbrook Jackso

Thank You!

Gloucester County Friends of the Library

Middle & High School
SAT/ACT Free Practice Test
Main Library
Saturday, September 21, 9am-noon

Presented by Sylvan Learning Center staff. See how you might score
on test day. A personalized evaluation of your performance along with
suggestions on ways you can improve your score will be provided. We can
help guide you on the best path to test success! Grades 9 & up.

Main Library
Join us every Tuesday @ 6pm

Main Library
Friday, October 18, 5-10pm

Come Code with us! Learn the basics
with Aaron Harris. Grades 3-5 & 6-12.

Let’s solve the case! Snacks, crafts, games and as always fun!
Grades 6-12.

Adult

Wilderness Skills Series
Presented by Bill Blair
VCE Master Gardener/Master Naturalist

Main Library, 1-5pm
Thursdays
Tuesdays

Natural Shelters

Navigation

Aug. 8 & 22
Sept. 12 & 26
Oct. 3 & 24

Aug. 6 & 20
Sept. 10 & 24
Oct. 1 & 22

Main Library
Monday, August 5, 6-8pm

Main Library
Monday, August 19, 6-8pm

Learn to navigate using a map and a compass.

Learn the basics of knot-tying and
constructing a solid shelter.

Fire & Water

Wild Edibles

Registration opens August 5

Registration opens July 22

A representative from the Gloucester Genealogical
Association offers one-on-one help to ensure
accurate and well-documented research.
FREE. No Registration required.

Main Library
Monday, September 16, 6-8pm

Main Library
Monday, September 30, 6-8pm

Learn water purification and how to build a
fire in any weather.

Learn to identify, harvest and prepare
edible wild plants as food and medicines.

Registration opens September 16

Registration opens September 2

Evening

Main Library

Day

2nd Thursdays - 6:30pm
Aug. 8, Sept. 12 & Oct. 10

Ask Your
Master Gardener

Main Library

4th Tuesdays - 2pm
Aug. 27, Sept. 24 & Oct. 22

Main Library
Thursday, September 26, 6-8pm

Call 804.693.2998 for more information.
Everyone welcome!

Have a question? Need identification?

Main Library
Every Tuesday
11am – 1pm

Registration opens September 12

Exercise Your Brain, Exercise Your Body, Get FIT at the Library!

Main Library
Mondays 2-2:45pm

August 26, September 9, 16 & 23,
October 7, 21 & 28

Enjoy a tea party inspired by the series.
Learn traditional English customs and
courtesies. Space is limited. Adults 18+.

“Our mission is to provide
horticulturally based education.”

Inspired by the comic book series by Robert

Main Library
Kirkman, Tony Moore and Charlie Adlard
Thursday, October 17 Make a craft. Go on a scavenger hunt.
Dress as your favorite character (optional).
6-8pm

Registration opens August 12

Learn the techniques and enjoy the benefits of Tai Chi.
Instruction provided by Jack Fuller. Adults 18+.

Registration opens October 3

Key:

= Registration required.

Space is limited. Adults 18+.
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Community Happenings
MPNN CSB Prevention,
Health & Wellness Programs
Mental Health First Aid Training
Mental Health First Aid is an 8-hour course that
teaches you how to help someone who is developing a
mental health problem or experiencing a mental health
crisis. The training helps you identify, understand, and
respond to signs of mental illnesses and substance use
disorders.

Suicide Prevention Programs

Gloucester Kennel Club
Frances Graduates!
Frances completed his basic training to become
a service dog for Canine Companions for Independence,
(CCI). CCI is a nonprofit provider of assistance dogs
which breeds, trains and pairs service animals with
facilities like hospitals, rehabilitation centers or to
individuals with disabilities. This is all done at no cost to
the recipient due to the generosity
of their donors. It costs in excess of
$50,000 to raise and train each dog!
Frances and friend
Frances began his journey in Santa Rosa, CA where
CCI headquarters are located and where all of the puppies are bred. Puppies are
either golden retrievers, Labrador retrievers or crosses of the two. After eight
weeks, Frances along with his brothers and sisters were adopted by volunteer fosters
to be raised, trained and socialized. The volunteer foster homes have to attend bimonthly training sessions which provide them with professionals on dog training
problems and to form a community with other dog fosters in the area. One such
training facility that welcomes these special dogs and provides professional trainers
is Gloucester Kennel Club. Frances had to learn 31 basic commands in order to
pass his basic training. Now that he has completed this training, Frances gets to go
to Long Island, NY to begin a six month professional intensive training program
where he will learn over 40 advanced commands to help him assist a person with
disabilities. He will be assessed, and based on his strengths, he will be matched with
a person with disabilities who is on the waiting list. They will train together for two
more weeks.
Frances is one special dog. Only five out of ten dogs actually make it through
the program and there is a year and a half wait for a person with disabilities to be
matched to a dog. This is why the volunteer puppy raising is so important - the
more puppies that are being raised, the more people can be served. For more
information about the program, please visit https://www.cci.org/

Our mission is to save lives and reduce suicide
behaviors by providing innovative, practical and proven
suicide prevention trainings. We believe that quality
of education empowers all people, regardless of their
background, to make a positive difference in the life of
someone they know.
Some of our trainings are:
-Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training
(ASIST)
-QPR Gatekeeper Training
For information and registration for our upcoming
trainings, please call 804-642-5402 or visit www.chvc.online
Family Programs are designed to increase family
communication, cooperation, closeness, and respect.
Parents and children – meeting separately and together –
learn to handle feelings, communicate needs, understand
each other better, take charge of their own behaviors and
emotions, feel good about themselves, enjoy each other
and have fun. Practical, effective techniques are taught
for handling challenging behavior. Parents and children
learn positive communication skills.http://www.chvc.online/
programs/family-education/ mailto:prevent@mpnn.state.va.us

In honor of the publication of her 135th
issue of The Beehive, this edition is
dedicated to
Christi Lewis, Director
of Gloucester County’s
Department of Community Engagement

photo by Gazette-Journal
Christi Lewis and Community Engagement staﬀ June, 2019
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Five Tips for Food Storage and Food Safety during Hurricane Season
x Freeze refrigerated items you don’t need immediately, and be sure to group food close
together in the freezer, that way it will stay cold longer in case you lose power. A full freezer
should be able to keep food cold for roughly 48 hours

x Keep a three-day supply of non-perishable food that requires no refrigera on
x Purchase commercial water bo les or use food grade water containers or clean plas c soda
bo les to keep at least a two to three-day supply of drinking water (1 gallon per person, per day).
If you are preparing your own containers of water, add two drops of bleach per quart to treat the
water for storage

x Considering storing food on higher shelves, out of the way of poten al ﬂood water
If there’s a chance your well system has been contaminated, consider shock chlorina ng your
well! For more informa on on shock chlorina on, please contact the Extension oﬃce at 804-6932602 or gjsturm@vt.edu

17th Annual

PLANT EXTRAVAGANZA
Presented by

GLOUCESTER MASTER GARDENERS
Friday October 4, 4-6 PM and
Saturday October 5, 8 AM-2 PM
NEXT TO THE LIBRARY
6929 MAIN STREET, GLOUCESTER

PLANT SALE, EXHIBITS,
DEMONSTRATIONS

Mark your calendars for the Master Gardener Winter Lecture Series…
Set your calendars now for the ﬁrst four months of 2020 - the second Wednesday of each
month, speciﬁcally! The Gloucester Extension Master Gardeners will be holding their annual
Winter Library Series at 6 PM in the Community Room of the library on Main Street. Planned
topics include Care and Feeding of both Bluebirds and Purple Mar ns, Backyard Habitats for
our Natural Friends, Year-round Tips for a Successful Garden and more.

Perennials, house plants,
trees, shrubs, na ve
plants, herbs, and

It’s me to join a 4-H Club...
Gloucester 4-H clubs typically meet once a month.
They provide lots of fun learning experiences while
building leadership and ci zenship skills thru club and
community service projects. Call 693-2602 for
informa on about joining a club, volunteering, and
star ng new clubs.
Gloucester County 4-H Explorers. Open to youth aged
9-18 Explore the 4-H thru 4-H projects from
photography to wildlife, nature, wood working and
community service. Learn ci zenship, leadership and
life skills.
Gloucester County Cloverbuds. Open to youth aged 5-8. Explore the treasures of 4-H thru
cra s, nature, and community service projects.
Hooves, Paws and Claws. Open to youth aged 9-18. Par cipate in volunteer work, learn
leadership skills. Work on a 4-H project. From poultry to livestock, there is a project for
everyone.
A 5th H 4-H Homeschool Club. Open to youth aged 5-18. Learn leadership, ci zenship, and life
skills while you work on a variety of 4-H projects and par cipate in fun educa onal ﬁeld trips.
Currently seeking volunteer leadership.
Gloucester 4-H Food Challenge Club. (open to youth 9-18: junior and senior divisions) Food
Challenge teams will learn about cooking and nutri on and prepare for a compe on with
other 4-H Food Challenge teams in the area.
4-H Horse Club. Open to youth 9-18. f you are interested in horses, like to ride, or want to learn
equine science while learning life skills, then this club is for you.
We are looking for adult volunteers to lead clubs or assist and provide mentorship for youth.

Agricultural Damage Assessment Reminder
In Gloucester County, adverse weather related agricultural
damage should be reported to: Krista Gustafson, Extension
Agent and Unit Coordinator, VCE-Gloucester at (804) 6932602 or by email to kgustafson@vt.edu . Please include your name,
loca on, and best call back number. Please note that you will also
need to fulﬁll the repor ng obliga ons and any other requirements of
USDA to be eligible for federal disaster assistance. Gloucester’s USDA/
FSA service center is located at 6969 Fox Hunt Lane, Gloucester.

PRIVATE APPLICATORS PESTICIDE RECERTIFICATION CLASS
Mark your calendars now: December 5, 1 PM-4 PM, Cooks Corner,
22911 General Puller Hwy, Saluda. Register with Rachael Miller, VCEMiddlesex at 804-758-4120.
x
x

Gloucesterr County
y 4--H
Gloucesterr Virginia
a Masterr
Gardeners

Virginia Coopera ve Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender iden ty, gender expression, na onal origin, poli cal aﬃlia on, race, religion, sexual
orienta on, gene c informa on, veteran status, or any other basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/aﬃrma ve ac on employer. Issued in furtherance of Coopera ve Extension work, Virginia Polytechnic
Ins tute and State University, Virginia State University, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture coopera ng. Edwin J. Jones, Director, Virginia Coopera ve Extension, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg; M. Ray McKinnie,
Administrator, 1890 Extension Program, Virginia State University, Petersburg.
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County Transportation Plan
Transportation Plan On the Move in Gloucester!
County staﬀ has been working with the
Hampton Roads Transportation Planning
Organization (HRTPO) on an update to
the County’s Transportation Plan. As
a member locality in the HRTPO, the
County was able to get this project funded
through the TPO’s Uniﬁed Planning Work
Program (UPWP). Using the professional
and technical resources available at the
HRTPO, a speciﬁc and comprehensive
plan for a motorized and non-motorized
transportation network will be developed.
The plan will include a detailed identiﬁcation
of priorities enabling the County to
best utilize the limited transportation
funding available. It will update/expand
on the long-range transportation items
identiﬁed in the County’s Comprehensive
Plan, including the Route 17 corridor/
intersection improvements, access to
the state and federal parks, multi-modal
mobility in our village areas, and regional
tourism/recreational opportunities, as
well as identify any additional important
transportation items and opportunities.
This project will also include a pedestrian
and bicycle plan. With continued interest
from the bicycling community and
assistance from the HRTPO, this is an
ideal opportunity to integrate an active
transportation element into a (more)
comprehensive transportation plan for the
County. The plan will identify a coordinated
network of bike and pedestrian facilities
that will build on the recently funded
bike/ped projects and planning studies for
Business 17, Ware House Road (Rte. 621),
and Roaring Springs Road (Rte. 616), as
well as ongoing projects in the Gloucester
Point/Hayes Village areas. Having a plan in
place will assist in seeking funding through
VDOT and other agencies.
The HRTPO is ﬁnalizing data-gathering
and analysis.
The public will have
two opportunities to provide input and
guidance: the ﬁrst being after the analysis
and data-gathering phase, and the second at
the “recommendations and priority setting”
stage.

Interested in getting involved or have questions?
Please contact Carol Rizzio, Senior Comprehensive Planner,
or Anne Ducey-Ortiz, Planning Director at 804-824-1224.

